
December 15, 2020 
 
Dear North Collins Families: 
  
We are very eager to welcome our students back into our school buildings for our in-person 
HYBRID learning model on Monday, January 4, 2021. As you know, in order to return to school 
while in the yellow zone, New York State requires districts to COVID-19 test 20% of staff and 
students who are in our buildings.  The testing will be conducted by our school nurses (Mrs. 
Habermehl, Mrs. Navel and Mrs. Senus) and additional support from a substitute nurse. We will 
use the BinaxNOW test, which is the shallow nasal swab test.  
  
As a reminder, in order to test your child, we need your consent. Students who have received 
parental consent for testing and who are attending in-person will be selected for testing on a 
random basis, so your child may or may not be selected at any point while the District is in one 
of the designated zones. The consent form for your child(ren) is an electronic form.  Please click 
the “consent form” link for further information.  A consent form needs to be completed for each 
child.  Please know, consent is voluntary, no students will be barred from the in-person HYBRID 
learning model if a consent form is not completed. 
 
We realize that many parents have questions about exactly how the testing process is going to 
work.  We have put together some of the most common questions regarding testing below:  
 

North Collins Central School District  
On-Site COVID-19 Testing Frequently Asked Questions 

Why do schools have testing requirements at all?   
In order for schools to be open for in-person (HYBRID) learning New York State requires 
schools to do testing if the region they are located within is labelled as a yellow, orange or red 
zone.  The North Collins Central School District is currently in a yellow zone and required to test 
20% of staff and students who are in our buildings.  If our tested rate is lower than the regional 
infection rate, we no longer need to test.  If higher, we will need to continue testing.  
 
Will the school nurse be administering the test?  
Yes, our school nurses (Mrs. Habermehl, Mrs. Senus and Mrs. Navel) will be administering the 
test and communicating the test results. 
 
When will parents be notified if/when their child is chosen for testing?  
Any child whose parent or guardian has provided a consent for testing will be subject to on-site 
testing if they are selected through our random selection process beginning on Monday, January 
4, 2021. Parents will be notified of the test results. 
 
How will test results be communicated to parents?  
If a student has a negative result, students will bring home a confirmation letter to parents from 
the school nurse; positive results will be communicated by a phone call from the school nurse. 
 
If my child tests positive, can we get another, more accurate test?  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSffC7QmdYqZiPBx_CCZ6vqssxsO43SWFV7zEZr_vxXbiJs5DA/viewform


You may choose to have your child re-tested through community-based testing.  However, once 
a child has tested positive through the school’s testing program, your child will have to be picked 
up from school and must follow the 10-day quarantine guidance as per the NYS Department of 
Health. 
 
Are there alternatives to having our child tested at school? Can we get our child tested on our 
own and use that result in lieu of testing at school?  
Schools can accept written test results from healthcare providers, given it is within 7 days of 
their scheduled test date. Schools can also have students, faculty, and/or staff go to a test site 
administered by New York State to have specimens collected for testing.  Since families will not 
know in advance of the testing, this will be most relevant to families who had their child tested 
(possibly due to cold-like symptoms) and have communicated the negative test results to the 
school nurse.  If the nurse is in possession of current test results, those test results can be used in 
lieu of the testing in school. 
 
How long will my child be sent home for if he/she tests positive?  
The current guidance from Erie County says anyone with a positive test result must isolate for 
(1) 10 days after the first positive test if asymptomatic or 10 days from the first day symptoms 
began and (2) 72 hours with no fever without the use of fever-reducing medications, and (3) the 
improvement of respiratory symptoms. The current guidance can be found at - 
https://www2.erie.gov/health/index.php?q=ecdoh-covid-19-isolation-and-quarantine-documents 
 
What will the other children in his/her class need to do if he/she tests positive?  
If we have a positive case, the Erie County DOH determines anyone else who will need to 
quarantine. They ask a series of questions of the infected individual to determine if anyone they 
were in contact with needs to also quarantine.  The Erie County DOH updated their guidance for 
schools on 12/11/20, and additional information can be found at: 
http://www.erie.gov/covid19/schools  
 
*The information and guidance for schools has changed since the start of this pandemic.  This 
FAQ was written on 12/14/20 based on the current guidance.  If you have additional questions 
about the testing process please reach out to your child’s school building nurse. 
 
If you haven’t already, please consider participating in the random COVID-19 testing (consent 
form). As always, thank you for your continued support and partnership! 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Scott Taylor 
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